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Vinson Cleo Thompson

Vinson Cleo Thompson 66, passed away on April 24, 2010.  He graduated from University of Oklahoma Medical School and served his internship and Residency at Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, MD.  He also completed a 2 yr Fellowship at University of California, Los Angeles in Gyn Oncology.  He was Board certified in OB-GYN and traveled extensively with the World Health Organization, primarily in Africa.  He was a veteran and served with the U.S. Navy.  He came to Phoenix in 1981 and was the Director of Gyn Oncology at Maricopa Medical Center until he entered private practice.  Dr. Thompson was the first Gyn Oncologist in the entire metropolitan Phoenix area.  A licensed amateur radio operator since the age of 13, he was recognized as a world renowned high speed telegraph operator and held the call sign of K5VT.  He was a Honorary Member of the Central Arizona DX Association where he was also the Past President and "DXer of the Year" in 1993, Vince was named New Orleans "DXer of the Year" in 1995.  He was also a life member of the ARRL and also on the ARRL DX Advisory Committee.  An active and founding member of the "VooDoo Contest Group", he held radio licenses from over 60 countries.  His lady Cescelia, a son, Sean and two daughters, Dr. Kimberly Lemons of Lawton, OK and Tesse Pacheco of Phoenix, survive him.  One sister, Kay Garner and two grandchildren, Kris Hubbard and Kara Martin of Oklahoma City also survive him.  Visitation will be at Paradise Sunset Chapel at 3934 E. Indian School Road on Friday at 1:00 p.m. followed by a short service at 2:00.  Friends wishing to donate to a charity in lieu of flowers nay do so in Vince's memory to the Leukemia Society at http://www.leukemia.org.
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